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2024 POLICY PLATFORM

DEAR MEMBERS AND POLICYMAKERS,

The Maryland Tech Council (MTC) believes in the ability of the private sector to improve
quality of life through technology and innovation. MTC is Maryland’s leading technology
and life sciences trade association, and works on behalf of more than 700 members to
promote, connect, and advocate for companies in key industry sectors such as life sciences,
biotechnology, telecommunications, advanced manufacturing, and information technology.
Our vision is for Maryland to become the top innovation economy in the nation. We drive
toward that goal by connecting companies, communities, and governments, combined with
our relentless advocacy before policymakers at the local, state, and federal levels.

MTC had another great year in 2023. Notably, we announced an exclusive partnership
with the National Institute of Bioprocessing Research and Training (NIBRT) that will upskill
thousands of Marylander’s to sustain the growth of the State’s life sciences industry. This
partnership makes BioHub Maryland the exclusive provider of NIBRT-licensed training in the
National Capital Region. The partnership was announced in November with Governor Wes
Moore, NIBRT, elected leaders, and leaders from industry at AstraZeneca’s Gaithersburg
campus. This partnership was made possible by more than $5 million in State and Federal
support. Membership growth continued to be strong in 2023 as our number of members
grew to over 700. The three MTC regional chapters continued to grow and add members as
well - representing the Baltimore region, Prince George’s County, and the Chesapeake Bay
region, respectively. These chapters are designed to serve the unique needs of our growing
technology and life science industries in these three critical innovation hubs in our state.
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Finally, MTC continued to convene Maryland’s life sciences and technology leaders with our
highly successful event series, highlighted by our annual Industry Awards Ceremony, the Bio
Innovation Conference, and the Technology Transformation Conference.

MTC is looking to build on our momentum and progress in 2024. This coming year will
be a busy one on the advocacy front. This is the second year of the election term, which
usually brings a large number of new policy proposals. We will continue to advocate for
additional funding support for BioHub Maryland — ensuring the program is sustainable into
the future. As always, MTC will connect with elected leadership on behalf of our companies
and continue to communicate the enormously beneficial impact our member companies
have in the State and across the globe. We will continue our work to position Maryland as
the pre-eminent location for technology and innovation in the United States. Specifically,
we will continue to accelerate our sharp focus on policies, programs, and initiatives that
bolster our innovation economy, ensure Maryland’s competitiveness, and that enhance our
workforce pipeline.

Sincerely,

T ety 11 Bty

Kelly M Schulz
Chief Executive Officer, Maryland Tech Council
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OP PRIORITIES

SUPPORTING BIOHUB
MARYLAND

MTC is advocating before the Administration
and General Assembly for $6 million in State
operating funds to support the expansion
of BioHub Maryland. BioHub Maryland is
MTC’s signature initiative to accelerate the
development of a highly skilled biopharma
manufacturing workforce to support the life
sciences industry. The program will create high
paying career opportunities for Marylanders of
all educational backgrounds.
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DRUG PRICING

Maryland was the first state in the country
to establish a Prescription Drug Affordability
Board (PDAB), which is now in the process
of selecting drugs for potential price controls
such as upper payment limits. The PDAB’s
authority is presently limited to the state and

local government insurance markets. MTC will
continue to advocate that the PDAB process
not negatively impact the development of life
saving medications and therapies, and will
resist efforts to expand the PDAB’s authority
before its initial work can be evaluated.

COMPREHENSIVE DATA
PRIVACY LEGISLATION

Legislation to establish comprehensive
online data privacy laws will be considered
in Maryland this Session. Some states have
passed such laws and it is being considered in
many others. MTC supports a comprehensive
approach to regulating online data privacy and
will advocate that Maryland follow the lead of
other states that have passed laws already, that
compliance not be overly burdensome, and that
no new private rights of action are created.

SUPPORT FOR STRATEGIC
INDUSTRIES - DATA CENTERS

MTC will support efforts intended to develop
key industry sectors in Maryland. This year, we
expect a focus on the burgeoning data center
industry and legislation to alleviate numerous
regulatory hurdles experienced by the industry
to date in Maryland. MTC supported legislation

in 2020 to enable tax incentives to foster the
data center industry in Maryland, and we will

continue to support new legislation intended
to promote continued investment in this key
technology industry sector.
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SENSIBLE REGULATION OF
ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE

The widespread integration of Al in nearly
every aspect of our everyday lives presents
a legitimate challenge for policy makers.
Last Session, a number of workgroups were
proposed to grapple with the implications of Al
and to make recommendations to lawmakers.
We advocated for MTC to be at the table for
these conversations and will continue to do so
as this issue is debated in 2024.

ECONOMIC
COMPETITIVENESS

MTC has consistently supported initiatives to
incentivize the technology sector and establish
Maryland as a top state for innovation. MTC
has also supported tax policies to make the
state more economically competitive and
has opposed tax proposals that would stifle

investment. Every Session brings new programs

and policies relevant to economic growth and

innovation, and we will continue to advocate

on behalf of the life sciences and technology
sectors.
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